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“YOU SOUND LIKE AN OLD BLACK MAN":
PERFORMATIVITY OF GENDER AND RACE
AMONG FEMALLE JAZZ.
SAXOPHONISTS

Yoko Suzuki



Why 1s the
saxophone so often
sexualized:



A BROAD LOOK

TOPICS THAT I EXPLORE

#

Sexualization of the The saxophone and Public perception The saxophone in
saxophone symbolism as it of and attitudes media throughout
throughout history relates to gender toward the history as it relates

saxophone to gender



E.conomic, social, and cultural influences on
gender 1in 1920s Buescher an C.G. Conn
advertisements.



FACTORS OF INFLUENCE

#

Jazz age and Post-war novel Women's Advancements
dance band entertainment movement and in advertising
culture and extra new ideals for and marketing

Income women strategy



ENTERTAINMENT

- Vaudeville production and theaters

- Dance band culture/Jazz

- Radio




"No other musical instrument can be so immoral. The
saxophone is guttural, savage, panting and low in its appeal. The
abstract immorality of the saxophone is but an example of the
power that gilded sin has for the moment over thoughtless
minds. Some severe action must sooner or later be taken upon
the matter of our dance music and measures enforced
prohibiting the use of the saxophone in this connection or
compelling musicians to play it in another fashion.”

Isadore Berger, “The Saxophone— Siren of Satan,” 1917



“the saxophone preys upon the passions and emotions. It
becomes patently suggestive, instinctively animal- like [and]
processes some strange psychological power over the young
dance devotees of America... too often, [Berger] implied [that

the saxophone] simulated orgasmic release, breathing hurriedly,
calling short and fast over and over again.”

Isadore Berger, “The Saxophone— Siren of Satan,” 1917



THE STORY OF THE SAXOPHONE

Does the Spirit of Satan Lurk in Its Seductive
Tones?—How the Manufacture of the Saxo-

phone Was Developed—Missionary
Efforts That Have Paid




“ m world seems to have gone wild over the
‘saxophone. Its popularity is the cause of much
G g. Some psychologists claim that

tﬁe‘“?e!:r spirit of Satan lurks in its seductive

-~

% Is and mellow tones.

- University deans and matrons even go so far
‘as to try to bar it from use as an instrument
in student organizations, eclaiming that the
‘cause of the jazz craze is found in the immoral
3 ting tones of the saxophone.
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ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

- After WWI
- Mass production infrastructure

- Expendable income




THE NEW WOMAN
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WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

- 19th amendment

- The New Woman (epitomized by Flappers)
focused on women's financial, social, and sexual
freedom

- New 1deals in beauty, femininity and sexuality
that focused on freedom and choice

- Financial and social freedom -> consumerism




CONSUMERISM

availability new methods for systematization
> >
of goods display, packaging, of desire

advertising



ADVERTISING

I
embracing exploiting polarizing
> >
femininity common gender ideals

femininity



CONSUMERISM

consumption . pur ooods

way of life

shopping > functierrat™

leisure or social



ADVERTISING

-mass production of magazines

-radio
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Would you clip the
coupon for this?




CRITERION FOR GENERAL
ANALYSIS

Context
Purpose
Tone
Arrangement (location and scale)
Text (typography, font size)

RELEVANT THEMES

merchants of 'cool’
myth of the 'ideal you'



CRITERION FOR ANALYSIS
OF GENDER

context
audience
product
people
roles
appearance
body position, body language
gaze
subtexts
written language



REDBOOK
MAGAZINE
1922

Multiply Your Popularity

and Your Opportunities
With

a Buescher Saxophone

A ik | w Co tnke ar
I increase

Buescher
Band Instrument Co.
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INTERNATIONAL
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COSMOPOLITAN
1924

What wonld You grve... forThis
POPULARITY PLUS! glad hand of weleom erywihe I'l
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Cfree!
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The lure of }{n’n iz |
yours with a Buescher
Sarophone. Young
Jolks are enamored

by its domtalizing
furnes. They love

that syncopation.,

Ciree!

This 64 page Book tells

about the various models

\ with pictures af profes-

Thizfathe B sionals asing them., Send
Buescher © Jor copy af this wornder ful

C Melody a Saxophone Book

Tantalizing Tunes

If you want to be popular - if you want to be
admired - favored, get this wonderful in-
strument. At huml:, at parties, even*where,
yvou will always be welcome with your

You don't have to “study’™ the Saxophone as vou do

other instruments. Thcrc is no pr-ctin;e dn.ldg:ﬂ

Three lessons sent free give you a guick easy start.
Easy To Play - Easy To Pay

¥You can learn to play a Buescher. If you can hum a
tune, if you can beat time, you can learn to play most
any Buescher instrument. nd if you are “'talented®
or “gifted™ you may become famous.

TRY IT 51X DAYS, FREE

] lﬂ:.r-ue-" in your own ham

auch munl'J:. 1':\' n.u- \-Ju. 1:|L|1_.r

,CHER BAND INSTRUMENT CO.

.F-'zvry!-'rfﬂg in Band and Orehestra Instrumenis
1064 Buescher Block Elkhart, Ind.

Clip the Coupon NOW!'!
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TEE BAND IN'QTH[TMENT -:‘n
1064 HSuescher Block

u
here [ If vou
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Carnet [] Trompet [ Trombone [

Mention any other el
Write plainly, Name, Address, Town and State
in Margin Below

POPULAR
MECHANICS

1925



BETTER HOMES AND
GARDENS

Play a Conn 1926
and get ahead socially

Pr'ﬂl T_*F]T:,]"ll asure, 1'-1'- E':I:—.J.U are yours
when you play a Conn one. Enter-
tain your friends: pl:" prC nh_:-.a.n mally, all or
part time. With a Conn you're sure of quick

. Easiest to play, perfect in scale, reliable

om, most beautiful in tone, C”I'II'I'H are the

choice of the world's great are-

tists. Let us explain the many
exclusive Conn Features.

Free Trial; Easy Payments

on any Conn. Send us coupon

for details and free book, " Suc-

cess in Music and How to Win

" by Sousa and other famous

C.G. C{".'IN"'-T Lid.
266 Conn Bldg., Elkhart, Ind.

Flease gend W Success in Music® and
derails of free trial offer on

Inalrusmenl
WName
sereet or K. F. D

Eilj—......"'-'lh County
iUse Fencil leuFl
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~ Conn Saxophones Won Success
For This Dainty Feminine Band
'With Their Clever Leader—Burt Earle .
Playing This Week

at Pantages Seventh Street Theater
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CONN SAXOPHONES QUIRE NO HARD
BLOWING NOR EFFORTJO PLAY, A FACT
EVIDENCED BY THE SMILING EASE
OF THESE GRACEFUL WOMEN -

PERFORMERS

Conn Saxophones have been widely adopted by professionals,
because of thelr rich, pleasing yet penetrating tono and their
faclle key system.

With fedtured vaudoville acts and America's toremost bands
and orchestras.

Look and Listen! You Will See and Hear!
Conn Band Instruments.

Conn Saxopliones priced from $100 with convenient terma.
We are exclusive agents for Conn Badd Instruments.

Buy tickets here now for **Carmen’ with cast of 600,

At Hollywood Bowl, Saturday Night only, July 8th. ..

Geo. J. Birkel Co.

Jome of the Btelnway Tiano and the Bleinway
Due-Art Reproducing Plano

446-448 SOUTH BROADWAY
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C/he BIRKEL Company

K.

Miss Ruth Glanville, queen of
the saxophone, a feature at Sid
Grauman’s" presentation,
“Thirty Minutes Around Los
Angeles,” at Grauman's Rialto
Theater, always uses Conn Saz-
ophones.

CORR

axqp&ane

is an undisputed favorite with
practically all great saxophone
soloists and bands, because of
its superior tonal and con-
structional qualities. The Conn
factory is the largest in the world
and the only one making every
instrument in the band.

In speaking of her Conn Saxo-
phone, Miss Glanville says:

“I cannot express my great love
for this instrument. I have
played other makes for several
years, but I now wonder why I

ever played them at all. This Conn

Conn is truly wonderful and is Sf:;“iv C
- AP phones

perfection personified. $166.25

CJhe BIRKEL ALE’S%E;EI:F:
13 COMPANY  roiert

Instrument.
Broadway “The Steinway Hovuse

e
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Exclusive cﬂjenf: ﬁr

GReSTEINWAY Piano and 5DUO -ART*3 praducig







ne Henton, Victor
records: **No other approach-
5 - Ted Lewis,Columbia records:
“Most perfect saxophone
made, ™
(=Mathew Amature, [Terson s
Orchestra:  “All o could

?—All;!;.-dl-. Grey Gull records:

:_ml Sousa: “‘None can equal
Jonm,"'
11— Ruth Glanville, tm‘nltﬁ ?!r-

tueso: muly
12--0!. Virgil Maare, instroctor:

1 owe part of Fuccess
to Conn, = =y

. 4

R R
. W, or ar-
dens: *'In a elass by isell.”
17—Lew Reynolds, soloist: *“Im-

ts valuable to per-

18 —lohn Becker, Souca Soloist:

19 —@illy Markwith, Brown's
Sextet: "'Our absolute prefer-
ence."

Trumpeters

w—m Mager, Boston

21 —ll’omlw {'olﬂtl-r, Minne-

apolis Sym: ny.
ﬂ-g’.": ot New York
23— Pred Weiss, Clincinnati Sym-

2i—William Thieck, Minncapolis
Symphony. 5

5= Glantx, Philharmonie,
New York.

2i—Barnard Baker, Victor Con-
cert Orchestra.

INSTRUMENTS Built
IFor Quick Mastery

ECAUSE its taperin% tube is expanded to
perfect proportions by hydraulic tﬁrﬂsure,
which gives a smooth-as-glass interior, the Conn
Saxophone is easier to play, yiclds finer tone.
Sockets drawn from tubing prevent leaks; rolled edges
preserve pads, which are made over metal rings, sustaining |
shape. Patent device enables tuning to finest degree. Such
improvements have made Conn—the first American maker
—now the largest producer of saxophones in the world,
Conn trumpets are used in the great symphonies for the
5| brilliant beauty of their true trumpet tone. Three models;
Opera Grand, small bore; Symphony, medium bore; Concert
Grand, large bore — a trumpet for every purpose.
Cultivate your musical “bump” for profit and pleasure. Start now
by sending the coupon below.

C. G. CONN, LTD. 211 Conn Bldg, Elkhart, Ind.
New York Conn Co. 233.5.7 W. 47th Street

C. G. CONN, LTD. 211 Conn Bidg., Elkhart, Ind.

Gentlemen : Please send me, free, a copy of ''Success in Music and How to
Win It" by John Philip Sousa, and details of your Free Trial, Easy Payment
Plan. (Mention Instrument.)

Name
Sereet or Rural Rowute .
City, State, County
Instrument




SO WHAT?

This symbolism, shown
throughout the 1920s, represents
a starting point.

The saxophone becomes a symbol
for social and cultural change at
a time when sexual freedom and
discovery is central to American
l1fe, setting a trajectory for the
future of the instrument as a
sexualized symbol in American
culture.



QUESTIONS?

GET IN TOUCH

Email Address

hetricksarahv@gmail.com

Website

www.sarahhetricksaxophone.com




